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this book presents the healthcare reform experiences of six small to mid sized but dynamic economies
spanning the asia pacific the middle east and europe usually not given serious consideration in major
international comparisons because of their small size each in fact provides a fascinating case study that
illuminates the understanding of the dynamics of healthcare reform although dissimilar in historical and
cultural backgrounds they share some important features all faced very similar pressures for change in the
1970s and 1980s all considered a very similar range of policy options and all did not only discuss but actually
implemented fundamental changes in their healthcare funding organization contracting and governance
structures with strikingly different outcomes all of the authors have lived and worked in one or more of the
countries studied in this volume the analytic frameworks they use reflect their broad range of professional and
disciplinary backgrounds in health economics and political science beyond mere descriptions of reform
processes and superficial analyses based on aggregate data from the usual oecd or who sources they seek to
understand and explain the variations in country experiences by examining the politico socio economic factors
driving health reform as seen through the respective country lenses in coming together in this unique
international collaboration they make an important contribution to the growing field of international
comparative health policy studies contributors tsung mei cheng princeton university usa david chinitz the
hebrew university of jerusalem israel luca crivelli and iva bolgiani university of lugano switzerland meng kin
lim national university of singapore singapore kieke g h okma and hans maarse maastricht university the
netherlands toni ashton and tim tenbensel university of auckland new zealand
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health care reforms around the world from europe and north america to africa latin america and asia seem to
all be market oriented reforms driven by international business interests and right wing political parties there
seems to be a sudden and broad concern with the efficiency of medical care with the assertion that
democratically or professionally run systems are inherently inefficient far less concern is evident for the more
traditional values held regarding medical care effectiveness or quality and equity the fact is that we have little
good cross national research that systematically addresses the reform issue this book addresses that problem
and attempts to look at health care reforms in a number of countries representing as wide a spectrum as
possible and using a common conceptual framework that allows for comparable information to be gathered
and presented on each despite differing levels of socio economic development the authors agreed on a set of
models that were thought to provide reasonable guidance in answering the questions of the source of pressures
for reform the alternative modes of organization that have been found in the world in recent years and the
direction of change among those alternatives

this book provides an up to date review and analysis of health care reform in five countries germany sweden
the netherlands the united kingdom and the united states it reviews the experience of introducing competition
into the health service as well as policies to strengthen management and change methods of paying hospitals
and doctors the experience of each country is described by experts from the countries concerned in this lucid
introduction chris ham sets out the context of reform and in the conclusion identifies the emerging lessons the
book provides an authoritative introduction to health care reform in europe and north america at a time of
increasing political and public interest in this field it has been designed for students of social policy and the
full range of health service practitioners on courses of professional training

health reform has become a permanent feature of public debate but all trends have their day and any genuine
reform process must come to an end how will the 90s health reforms turn out will the public enjoy highly cost
effective health systems offering the best available health benefits or are the health reforms bount to fail to
study health reform it is essential to know what is actually happening to and within various health systems and
this volume includes comprehensive articles on health reform in the usa the uk holland south africa new
zealand and eastern europe but to be aware of the facts alone is not enough philosophical questions must be
addressed if health reform is to be explored in any depth what for instance is health reform what are and what
ought to be the typical goals of the health reform process and by what criteria are the success or failure of
health reform to be assessed reforming health care offers the reader a grasp of both the practical detail and the
theoretical fundamentals of health reform and shows that it is only by understanding the logical structure of
reform that burgeoning health reform initiatives can be properly managed

as we forge ahead in charting a new health care course we must devise the most modern streamlined and
economically sound system that can answer the needs of this nation s citizens

veteran health care insider stephen s s hyde says we can cure today s health care crisis by enabling every
american consumer to demand the answers to two question which are the best doctors and hospitals for my
medical needs and which of them are the least expensive none of these answers are available now they should
be and they can be but to get there we must first correct the fundamental market and regulatory failure that has
given us 7 decades of misguided actions by employers government insurers medical providers and consumers
to produce the dysfunctional mess we have today hyde reveals how we can have affordable portable health
insurance and high quality health care for everyone and how we can double medical quality at half the cost
why the government must adopt 3 critical regulatory reforms the 7 key elements of health care reform to
achieve 8 essential goals

arguing that health care should be a human right rather than a commodity the distinguished contributors to this
volume call for a new social covenant establishing a right to a standard of health care consistent with society s
level of resources by linking rights with limits they offer a framework for seeking national consensus on a cost
conscious standard of universal medical care the authors identify the policy implications of recognizing and
implementing such a right and develop specific criteria to measure the success of health care reform from a
human rights perspective health care reform also offers specific and timely criticism of managed competition
and its offspring the clinton plan for health care reform because health care reform will inevitably be an
ongoing process of assessment and revision especially since managed competition has not been implemented
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elsewhere this book will last beyond the moment by providing vital standards to guide the future evolution of
the health care system

this book offers a global perspective on healthcare reform and its relationship with efforts to improve quality
and safety it looks at the ways reforms have developed in 30 countries and specifically the impact national
reform initiatives have had on the quality and safety of care it explores how reforms drive quality and safety
improvement and equally how they act to negate such goals every country included in this book is involved in
a reform and improvement process but each takes place in a particular social cultural economic and
developmental context leading to differing emphases and varied progress methods for tackling common
problems financing efficiencies effectiveness evidence based practice institutional reforms quality
improvement and patient safety initiatives also differ representatives from each nation provide a chapter to
convey their own situation the editors draw a conclusion from these numerous contributions and synthesize the
themes emerging into a coherent lessons learned summary that delivers value to the numerous stakeholders
healthcare reform quality and safety forms a compendium of the current state of the art in global healthcare
reform this is the first book of its type and offers a unique opportunity for cross fertilization of ideas to the
mutual benefit of countries involved in the project the content will be of interest to governments policymakers
managers and leaders clinicians teaching academics researchers and students

this book provides a multi disciplinary framework for developing and analyzing health sector reforms based
on the authors extensive international experience it offers practical guidance useful to policymakers
consultants academics and students alike and stresses the need to take account of each country s economic
administrative and political circumstances the authors explain how to design effective government
interventions in five areas financing payment organization regulation and behavior to improve the performance
and equity of health systems around the world

although no other country in the world allocates as large a proportion of its gdp to health care as the united
states it is clear that the most basic health needs of many americans are not being met health care reform in
the nineties presents an extensive study of this topical issue

health reform explores the challenges facing health care provision in the advanced economies the book
exposes the limitations of market led health reform and demonstrates the indispensable role of a vibrant
public authority in the renewal of modern health care systems issues covered include cost containment and
privatisation strategies in an international perspective the role of business and the private sector in setting the
agenda for health care reform the restructuring of anglo saxon health systems and the shift in state market
boundaries in canada the usa the uk and australia the frontier of health care reform in terms of health and
social cohesion the role of patient choice in health care reform

back to reform is a persuasive discussion of the moral values that motivate the movement for health care
reform the book is also a critique of the overreliance on market reforms for improvements in health care
examining the values at the heart of health care reform dougherty displays the incompatibility between them
and those guiding the market the author starts with an overview of the health care system and the nature of
moral values he shows how stresses in the health care system are caused by the increased use of market
reforms and how these reforms are inconsistent with the values inherent to genuine health care each chapter
considers a central moral value its historical roots and current meanings religious and secular influences the
values addressed including human dignity caring protection of the least well off the common good cost
containment responsibiliy and excellence are then applied to the health care system back to reform is a
thoughtful reminder of the moral dimension of health care and health care reform it builds a strong argument
for a limited and well defined yet leading role for government if health care change is expected to amount to
health care reform

a thoughtful examination of consequences in the debate of healthcare reform the one area that was
consistently ignored was would the reform moving forward improve healthcare in the united states cost control
was discussed access to insurance was discussed but actually improving healthcare was ignored and that is why
we got a giant bill that imposes a nightmare of regulations and does not a single thing towards making people
healthier or making care for people with health problems better read this book and see the consequences of
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the path we have started down the author grew up in canada where he became a doctor then the chief of
radiology at thunder bay regional hospital frustrated by canada s government run health care and its constant
shortages and long lines and worse its deadly effects on individual health he reluctantly moved to minneapolis
now he warns american residents not to rush to government run health care it is more than a threat to our
health it is a serious threat to our way of life and to individual liberty he studied and lived it anyone concerned
about the future of liberty and of individual health needs to read this book

health care reform simplified what professionals in medicine government insurance and business need to know
describes the patient protection and affordable care act of 2010 now that the u s supreme court has upheld the
individual mandate and other key parts of the law what must busy healthcare professionals insurance industry
professionals business and hr managers and policymakers do first read this book it translates the law s complex
language into terms that are easy to understand explaining what the new law does when its provisions take
effect and how to implement it this brand new second edition also updates all the provisions and explains the
myriad ways the aca is already being put into practice health care reform simplified second edition outlines the
financial impact of the law and how it affects businesses insurers hospitals and doctors and state and local
governments most important this book gives consumers and employers critical information for making
informed choices about new options for private and public health insurance coverage it also describes how the
law interacts with medicare and medicaid finally it looks at the potential roadblocks political judicial and
economic that may yet derail some of the provisions but with more than half of the act s provisions in force
already and the supreme court s landmark decision upholding the law there is no time to lose in understanding
how the legislation affects you whether you are a consumer or deliverer of health care in the u s this book
explains health reform in easy to understand terms shows how the law is playing out in the real world explains
the ways the law or parts of it yet may be repealed by the 2012 election and the implications for readers
provides hr professionals and managers options for covering employees while explaining costs and benefits
details theimpact on medical professionals and insurers and steps they must take now to comply with the law
shows policymakers the way forward now that legal challenges have abated this edition completely updated to
incorporate the newest regulations and the practices that have been put into place in various states will prove
an indispensable guide for those implementing the law as well as those receiving health care in the coming
years
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